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Blessed are the Pure in Heart 

Scott Swartzendruber 

 

Most likely we have all heard the song, “All I Want for Christ-

mas is My Two Front Teeth.”  No matter what our age, we all 

have things that we would like to have for Christmas.  In light of 

recent news reports about people who have done inappropriate 

things personally or politically and engaged in dishonest cover-

ups, I think we stand in need of a Christmas that focuses on puri-

ty of heart.  John the Baptist told his listeners that in order to be 

prepared for the coming of the “Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of world,” there needs to be a time of repentance.  Re-

pentance, John said, is what gets a person ready to really see and 

experience Jesus.  Without repentance, the heart remains full of 

sin that destroys families, communities, and individuals.   

 

During this Christmas season, may one of your desires be to hear 

the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in 

heart, for they shall see God.”  When we have taken the time to 

clean out the dust in our hearts, we gain a clearer vision of the 

abundant life we can experience as a follower of Jesus.  A pure 

heart is what leads to a blessed life that is full of happiness and 

clarity of mission and purpose for us as Christians.  

 

As you make your Christmas wish list, add to it a desire for a 

heart that is pure and at peace with God and others.  Jesus is 

quick to hear our desires and He will give us what we seek.  May 

we all enjoy a season that is filled with purity of heart, mind, and 

soul in order that we can see and experience the real beauty of a 

Savior who was born “full of grace and truth.”   
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

It is so easy to get pulled 

into activities and lists and 

accomplishing things, but it 

is all worthless if it robs us 

of the opportunity to spend 

time alone with God.   

We would encourage 
everyone to become 
more involved with the 
little ones at church. 
They are truly a bless-
ing!!   



In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Last week I had the privilege of being blessed to 

spend a few days with my daughter at Lifeway’s 

Women’s Leadership Conference in Nashville, 

TN.  It was a wonderful gift from God which I 

am continuing to unwrap.  God used this confer-

ence to supply me with opportunities . . . oppor-

tunities to refresh, opportunities to grow, oppor-

tunities to share and many more opportunities 

that I haven’t realized yet.  Now I need to decide 

if I am going to take Him up on the opportunities 

He has set before me.   

 

The first speaker at the general session of the 

conference surprised me.  Lysa TerKeurst spoke.  

She was one of the reasons I was drawn to the 

conference but I didn’t expect her to be there 

because she had announced 10 days prior that 

she would be having a double mastectomy on the 

second day of the conference.  She stated that her 

doctors weren’t pleased that she was flying 

around the country a day before her surgery but 

she was happy about it because God had given 

her a specific message for this conference.  Lysa 

TerKeurst opened with verses from Amos 8:11-

13, telling us ‘There is a famine of the Word of 

the Lord.’  Then she looked over the crowd of 

1700 women and told them, “Stay in the Word of 

the God.”  Her message was poignant and heart 

changing if you were willing to open up to this 

opportunity God laid out before us.  One of her 

points that stuck with me is this: You will steer 

where you stare.   

 

This point was driven deeper into me when I got 

home during my quiet time in God’s Word.  I 

Chronicles 10:13 “Saul died for his unfaithful-

ness to the Lord because he did not keep the 

Lord’s Word.”  I found myself asking where did 

I think King Saul had focused his eyes.  Saul ap-

pears to have his eyes laser focused on getting 

rid of David because he believes David is getting 

praise and attention that should belong to him.  

This led me to recall something that Dr. Eric 

Geiger said at the Women’s Conference.  

“Whenever you sense you are entitled some-

thing, pride is corrupting your heart.”  This 

would definitely describe King Saul and I would 

have to admit there are times it would describe 

me as well.  It is a convicting opportunity to 

clean out areas of corruption in my heart. 

 

Lisa-Jo Baker started her talk out by telling us 

that each one of us is anointed and that there is 

an enemy to that anointing.  She identified com-

parison as a murderer of anointing.  If King Saul 

could have a clear view of his life he would attest 

to this.  Lisa-Jo used King Saul’s son Jonathan as 

an example of someone who kept his focus on 

God and because of that he aligned with David 

and encouraged him (I Samuel 23:15)  despite 

the fact Jonathan knew that David would become 

king instead of himself.  Jonathan’s eyes were on 

God so he did as God led him and let go of what 

the world (and his father) expected of him.  Jona-

than embraced the opportunities God placed be-

fore him.  He trusted God. 

 

Beth Moore opened her session by telling us to 

trust God and that we have ridiculous potential in 

the power of Christ.  She stated we are not called 

to get by, but to be profoundly effective and pro-

ductive.  Boy, did this step on my toes.  I have 

had many days lately that the biggest goal I have 

is to just get by and I believe that getting by is 

going to be hard enough to accomplish.  The 

concept of having God given resources within 

my reach to allow me to be profoundly effective 

and productive . . . ridiculous potential . . .  blew 

my mind.  Then it convicted me because I settle 

all too often for getting by AND I HAVE BEEN 

SATISFIED with it.  Forgive me, Lord.  I have 

wasted and ignored your provision all too often.  

Help me to allow this opportunity to saturate my 

heart. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 2) 

 

The final speaker of the general sessions surprised 

me and reminded me that I shouldn’t jump to con-

clusions based on small bits of information.  

Based on Angela Thomas-Pharr’s picture and bio 

I was expecting her to have good information but 

for her speaking to be on the serious side of 

things.  I couldn’t have been more wrong.  Don’t 

get me wrong, her message was serious but Ange-

la Thomas-Pharr was hilarious.  I would encour-

age you to hear her speak if you ever get a chance. 

Her message was on sustaining joy.  Her point 

was that the enemy would not want us to leave the 

conference and to fully mature the opportunities 

that God had placed before us.  It is most likely 

that there would be things and people when we 

got home that the devil would try to use to suck 

the joy and opportunities out of our lives.  Howev-

er, she told us “We aren’t hand wringers!  We are 

children of God.”  She proceeded to use Joshua 1 

to give us guidance to hang on to the opportunities 

that God was setting before us.   

 

A recurring theme in the conference was to use 

growth opportunities God provides through people 

and resources, but to hold most dear in your life 

your one-on-one time with God and His Word.  

Who better to open His Word than the One who 

wrote it:  God Himself.  I was privileged to attend 

a breakout session called How to Abide in Christ: 

Resting and Producing in a Frenetic Culture by 

Kelly Minter.  She told us, “Commit to abiding 

with God every day - guard it!”  We are a world 

filled with tweets, bible apps, devotionals, bible 

study groups, service groups and many, many oth-

er options . . . and they are good things.  But they 

become detrimental if they rob us of our time 

alone with God.  Kelly’s last point that stuck with 

me was this: “People need people immersed in 

Jesus!”  It is so easy to get pulled into activities 

and lists and accomplishing things, but it is all 

worthless if it robs us of the opportunity to spend 

time alone with God.  Being in the presence of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit should always be our 

number one priority.  It is the best opportunity we 

have in our life and it is available for every single 

one of us.  I beg you to pursue God’s presence 

more than you pursue anything else in your life.  

You will not regret it. 

 

As I mull over these opportunities and others that 

I haven’t shared, I am reminded that God desires 

for us to have a life that overflows.  When things 

overflow they splash on everything around them.  

(I know all about this.  Just ask my Mom.  I have 

more of a gift of overflowing things than my other 

three siblings combined. Or is that spilling things?  

I’ll stick with overflowing . . . spilling doesn’t 

sound as good.) When we allow God’s opportuni-

ties to mature in our lives they will overflow and 

through the overflow the world will see the 

mighty wonders of God.  I pray you all join me in 

pursuing God and the opportunities He has specif-

ically chosen for each one of us and that we will 

allow them to overflow abundantly.   

 

As always, in pursuit….. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V. & Carol Miller 

OK, let’s get right to it, there’s lots of news to report. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Yoder go to Washington. No this not a 
sequel to the movie “Mr. Smith goes to Washington.”  
Frank and Jane are now in Washington D.C. and will 
be serving at the International Guest House for the 
next five months.  Their work duties will be preparing 
breakfast, doing laundry and making beds.  Sounds 
like a lot of work, but wait, the perks are pretty good.  
There will be lots of museums to check out, and best 
of all will be family about one hour away in Balti-
more.  We can visualize multiple trips to go see their 
little granddaughter, Lizzie.  We wish them a blessed 
time! 
 
Ten years ago Troy Miller moved to Les Cayes, Haiti 
to drill water wells and help the people of Haiti.  To-
day Troy still is 
drilling for water, 
but in addition he 
now has a wife 
and together they 
are raising four 
children!  Recent-
ly, Ronnie & 
Fannie visited all 
of them for a 
week and had a 
great time.  
 
The women and 
girls of KMC 
were invited to 
“A Festive Fall 
Fellowship” on 
November 9th.  
There was food, 
fellowship and 
a guest speaker 
(Kari Ro-
drigues).  Kari 
is Josh Lundberg’s 
sister.   It all added 
up to a nice inspira-
tional evening for 
about 50 ladies & 
girls.    
 
 
 
 

Kyle and Quinlan Miller are the proud parents of their 
first baby.  It’s a girl, Morgan Lynn.  Little Morgan is 
the first grandchild on both sides of the family.  Con-
gratulations to all including John and Diane Schrock – 
first-time grandparents! 
 
Clint & Nicki Miller celebrated their 15th wedding 
anniversary by going on a trip to Jamaica for a week 
of R & R!  Their kids spent the week with the two sets 
of grandparents.  Clint made all the arrangements.  
Good job!   
 
Iowa Mennonite School recently presented a musical 
production entitled “Anne of Green Gables.”  Emma 
Beachy, Cole Roth and Kennedy Roth all had parts in 
the musical.  It was very well done and very well re-
ceived.  Thanks for all your hard work!  
 
 
 
Ollie Yutzy paid a 
surprise visit to his 
great aunt & uncle, 
Carol & Ed V. Mil-
ler on Halloween.  
Ollie wanted to 
show his uncle his 
new hat!  Oh my!   
 
 
 
Calvin and Kendra Grosvenor are the proud parents of 
a baby boy.  Odin John was born on November 16th.  
Brent and Karla Graber are the proud grandparents.  
Congratulations. 
 
Delores Leichty embroidered quilt blocks for a quilt 
that the WMSC quilted 
and donated to the Pleas-
antview Home Sale.  The 
“Butterfly Quilt” was 
auctioned off and pur-
chased by Delores’ great 
niece, Rachel Sorrentine, 
who lives in New York, 
New York.   You never 
know where these quilts 
will find a home.  
 
(Cont. on page 5) 
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(What’s Happening cont. from page 4) 
 
Twenty-five years ago in August 1992, KMC em-
barked upon one of their largest out-of-state ser-
vice projects.  What started as an MYF service trip 
developed into an intergenerational project.  Twen-
ty-six people went on the week-long trip to Harlan 
County, Kentucky.  There were 10 men, 3 women, 
6 boys and 7 girls, ranging in age from 71 to 13.  
The project was called SWAP (Sharing with Appa-
lachian People).  The crews did a lot of work help-
ing the families of that community.  It was a great 
bonding experience for all involved. 
 
Ted Redding just recently returned home after a 5 
½ week MDS work project at Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota.  He was helping fin-
ish 4 new homes.  Winds and flooding occurred in 
May, 2015 and had damaged much of the housing.  
MDS plans on constructing 7 more new houses 
next summer.  There will be plenty of opportunity 
for service-minded people! 
  
And while we are on 
the subject of service 
projects, how about 
those “leaf rakers.”  
Last Sunday after-
noon there were 
probably a good 25 
people cleaning up 
neighborhoods in 
Kalona.  It looked 
like an all-church 
project with all ages 
of KMCers spreading 
the goodness.   
 
It will soon be Iowa Meat Canning time.  So sign 
up and make a difference in the lives of those who 
can use the added nutrition.  It would be great to 
see more women helping with this project.  It’s not 
just for guys!  
 
Luann Miller and Emily Ferguson went to Phoe-
nix, Arizona to help celebrate their mother’s 90th 
birthday.  Helen Erb had a wonderful time with 
almost all of her family present.  All of the 1st 
cousins were there for the celebration! 
 
 
 
 

Luke and Liam Schrock 
shot their 1st Ring-necked 
Pheasant.  They doubled up 
on the same bird!  
 
Oh my, this just in, a big-
game hunting story that 
needs to be included in this 
issue.  So here goes.  Robin 
Schrock’s father Duane 
took 5 other hunters to Col-
orado to hunt elk.  Duane’s two grandsons, (Robin 
and Leons sons) Levi and Lane were in this hunt-
ing party.  So one of the first days they were in 
camp their huge sleeping tent accidentally caught 
on fire and was destroyed.  Later they all came 
upon a 4-wheeler upside down in a ditch and dis-
covered an injured hunter down the slope.  So they 
managed to get this guy some medical help and 
shipped him off to a hospital.  So back to elk hunt-
ing – nothing.  Next came another accident, this 
time it was Duane, who stepped in a crevice and 
broke his foot.  A trip to the hospital to take care of 
grandpa!  Still, no elk.  So Levi and Lane decided 
they would hike way up high and hopefully find 
some elk.  They went above timberline and at 
13,000 feet elevation found a herd of 40 elk.  Two 
elk were shot and together they field dressed the 
elk.  Just one big problem, it was getting late in the 
day and no way to make it back to camp before 
dark.  So they radioed down to camp to let the oth-
ers know that they would spend the night up on the 
mountain.  They found some large rocks that shel-
tered them from the 40 mph winds that night.  
They were able to build a fire, but there wasn’t 
much sleep that night.  One can only imagine how 
much time was spent in prayer by all 6 hunters for 
the safety of Levi and Lane.  So the next morning 
one of the hunters at the camp hiked up to the boys 
and the 3 of them packed the elk heads and meat 
back down the mountain.  As far as we know they 
made it back home safe and sound.  Wow, what a 
story, maybe their hunting trip will end up in a fu-
ture issue of “Outdoor Life”! 
 
OK, that’s it for now.  Enjoy your leftover turkey.  
We hope to see you all next year in 2018! 
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KMCer’s Serve  

Pleasantview Sale  

Leaf Raking 

Pillow Cleaning 



We have had a great start to our new year with 25 chil-
dren attending, ages 3 to 8 (3rd grade). That is a lot of 
small energy!! We start each morning off with our Bible 
Story, and then do a craft that pertains to the story. If 
time permits we will also play a game, ending our time 
with snacks and possibly singing. It always amazes me 
the things that you hear from these small children. Once 

when asked 
to tell us one 
of God’s 
promises, 
most spoke 
of the rain-
bow. One 
little 
boy said 
“God will 
always love 
us, even 

when we are bad”. What a great reminder for us to hear 
those words. We would encourage everyone to become 
more involved with the little ones at church. They are 
truly a blessing!!   
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Children’s Church News 
Carla Slaubaugh & Corrie Schlabach 

Congratulations!!! 
 

These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Birthday: 

Dolores Miller~December 9th  

Delores Leichty~December 12th 

Edna Miller~December 21st  
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The Beautiful Season 
Eunice Miller Yoder 

 

No winter lasts forever 

When winter's snowbirds arrive 

His watchful eye on them each day 

All winter is an etching and a sketching drawing board 

No matter how long the winter 

Spring is sure to follow 

No spring skips its turn 

No seasons after autumn 

Has such beauty, nor such grace 

As I see in one autumn face 

The design's challenge 

Landscape arching snow and ice 

Break from branches, twigs alike 

Since all this loveliness cannot be Heaven 

I know in my heart it's winter 


